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basic infra key
to building
smart cities’_

Jaipur: Basic requirements
like sewage management,
pollution control, infrast-
ructure development, alter-
native transport solutions
should be the main focus be-
fore we can opt for smart so-
lutions, said Jaipur mayor
Ashok Lahoty while addres-
sing the ‘Smart & Digital Ra-
jasthan’ summit here on
Wednesday. s

“Now, we cannot talk al
ut using smart technologies.
We don't have the basic in-
frastructure. Our overhead
electric wires are overlap-
ping and hanging dangero-
usly. The priority is to put
them underground. Similar-
ly, we don't have encugh
dustbins but we are talking
about issuing tenders for
smart chips in the dustbins.
We should know what are
priorities are, which is the
after we can think of smart
technologies,” said Lahoty.

The concepts of smart ci-
ty development cannot be
imported from foreign co-
untries and adopted in India
dueto the diverse demograp-
hic, geographic and financi-
alconstraintsof the country,
he added.

Extending further on the
unigue local situation, ex-
ecutive vice president of In-
do-American Chamber of
Commerce Lalit Bhasin said
that the definition of smart
city depends on the level of
development of a particular
city.

“Smart cities need to be
able to provide walkable are-
as, promote open spaces, of
fer transportation optionsas
well as citizenfriendly and
cost-effective  governance.
The willingness to change
and the aspirations of the ci-
tizens are also important,”
added Bhasin. '

Rajasthan and CII-IGBC
has undertaken some joint
actions to facilitate smart ci-
ty projects throughout the
state. - 4
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Jaipur: Basic compo-
nents of development
- among others needs to
- be the focus of develop-
‘ment before we can opt
 for smart solutions.
This was stated by May-
or Ashok Lahoti, he was
addressing the ‘Smart &
- Digital Rajasthan Sum-
© mit & Expo 2018,
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