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Publication: PTI  
Date: 27.04.2017 
Link:  http://www.ptinews.com/news/8650503_Tourism-meet-
to-increase-flow-of-inbound-US-tourists 

 Headline: Tourism meet to increase flow of 
inbound US tourists 

 Kolkata, Apr 27 (PTI) To increase the inflow of tourists from America to 
West Bengal and other eastern states, the US consular office and Indo-
American Chamber of Commerce (IACC) are organising a travel and 
tourism meet in the city. 
 
IACC National vice-president Vasant Subramanyan said that the two-day 
meet would showcase the popular tourist destinations of West Bengal and 
other eastern regional states with the view to attracting more US tourists. 
 
He said that there was also a need to fund tourism infrastructure in the East 
through the PPP route in addition to commencement of US flights to the 
city. 
 
Anil Punjabi, chairman of Travel Agents Federation of India (ER), said that 
seasonal US tourists’ inflow to the city was around 3000 which was 
growing. 
 
The tourist’s inflow increases particularly during the Durga Puja and 
Christmas, he said. 
 
The two-day meet, being held as a part of tourism cooperation between the 
two countries, starting May five would be attended by the tourism ministers 
of West Bengal, Assam, Jharkhand and Odisha. 
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Publication: Indiatoday.in
Date: 27.04.2017 
Link:  http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/tourism
increase-flow-of-inbound

Headline: Tourism meet to increase flow of 
inbound US tourists
Kolkata, April 27 (PTI)
America to West Bengal and other eastern states, the US 
consular office and Indo
are organising a travel and tourism meet in the city.
IACC National vice-president Vasant Subraman
two-day meet would showcase the popular tourist destinations of 
West Bengal and other eastern regional states with the view to 
attracting more US tourists.
He said that there was also a need to fund tourism infrastructure 
in the East through the PPP route in addition to commencement 
of US flights to the city.
Anil Punjabi, chairman of Travel Agents Federation of India (ER), 
said that seasonal US tourist’s inflow to the city was around 3000 
which was growing. 
The tourist’s inflow increases 
and Christmas, he said.
The two-day meet, being held as a part of tourism cooperation 
between the two countries, starting May five would be attended by 
the tourism ministers of West Bengal, Assam, Jharkhand and 
Odisha. PTI dc NN 
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Indiatoday.in 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/tourism-meet
inbound-us-tourists/1/940063.html

Tourism meet to increase flow of 
inbound US tourists 
Kolkata, April 27 (PTI) To increase the inflow of tourists from 
America to West Bengal and other eastern states, the US 
consular office and Indo-American Chamber of Commerce (IACC) 
are organising a travel and tourism meet in the city. 

president Vasant Subramanyan said that the 
day meet would showcase the popular tourist destinations of 

West Bengal and other eastern regional states with the view to 
attracting more US tourists. 
He said that there was also a need to fund tourism infrastructure 

ugh the PPP route in addition to commencement 
of US flights to the city. 
Anil Punjabi, chairman of Travel Agents Federation of India (ER), 
said that seasonal US tourist’s inflow to the city was around 3000 

The tourist’s inflow increases particularly during the Durga Puja 
and Christmas, he said. 

day meet, being held as a part of tourism cooperation 
between the two countries, starting May five would be attended by 
the tourism ministers of West Bengal, Assam, Jharkhand and 
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Publication: Business Standard
Date: 27.04.2017 
Link:  http://www.business
stories/tourism-meet
tourists-117042700969_1.html

Headline: Tourism meet to increase flow of 
inbound US tourists
Kolkata, April 27 (PTI)
America to West Bengal and other eastern states, the US 
consular office and Indo
are organising a travel and tourism meet in the city.
IACC National vice-president Vasant Subramanyan said that the 
two-day meet would showcase the popular tourist destinations of 
West Bengal and other eastern regional states with the view to 
attracting more US tourists.
He said that there was also a need to 
in the East through the PPP route in addition to commencement 
of US flights to the city.
Anil Punjabi, chairman of Travel Agents Federation of India (ER), 
said that seasonal US tourist’s inflow to the city was around 3000 
which was growing. 
The tourist’s inflow increases particularly during the Durga Puja 
and Christmas, he said.
The two-day meet, being held as a part of tourism cooperation 
between the two countries, starting May five would be attended by 
the tourism ministers of 
Odisha. PTI dc NN 
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Tourism meet to increase flow of 
tourists 

Kolkata, April 27 (PTI) To increase the inflow of tourists from 
America to West Bengal and other eastern states, the US 
consular office and Indo-American Chamber of Commerce (IACC) 
are organising a travel and tourism meet in the city. 

president Vasant Subramanyan said that the 
day meet would showcase the popular tourist destinations of 

West Bengal and other eastern regional states with the view to 
attracting more US tourists. 
He said that there was also a need to fund tourism infrastructure 
in the East through the PPP route in addition to commencement 
of US flights to the city. 
Anil Punjabi, chairman of Travel Agents Federation of India (ER), 
said that seasonal US tourist’s inflow to the city was around 3000 

The tourist’s inflow increases particularly during the Durga Puja 
and Christmas, he said. 

day meet, being held as a part of tourism cooperation 
between the two countries, starting May five would be attended by 
the tourism ministers of West Bengal, Assam, Jharkhand and 
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Anil Punjabi, chairman of Travel Agents Federation of India (ER), 
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Publication: Shafaqna.com 
Date: 27.04.2017 
Link:  http://in.shafaqna.com/EN/04606497 

Headline: Tourism meet to increase flow of 
inbound US tourists 
To increase the inflow of tourists from America to West Bengal 
and other eastern states, the US consular office and Indo-
American Chamber of Commerce (IACC) are organising a travel 
and tourism meet in the city. 
IACC National vice-president Vasant Subramanyan said that the 
two-day meet would showcase the popular tourist destinations of 
West Bengal and other eastern regional states with the view to 
attracting more US tourists. 
He said that there was also a need to fund tourism infrastructure 
in the East through the PPP route in addition to commencement 
of US flights to the city. 
Anil Punjabi, chairman of Travel Agents Federation of India (ER), 
said that seasonal US tourist’s inflow to the city was around 3000 
which was growing. 
The tourist’s inflow increases particularly during the Durga Puja 
and Christmas, he said. 
The two-day meet, being held as a part of tourism cooperation 
between the two countries, starting May five would be attended by 
the tourism ministers of West Bengal, Assam, Jharkhand and 
Odisha. PTI  
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Publication: Business Standard
Date: 27.04.2017 
Link:  http://www.business
ians/hopeful-gst-slab
117042701061_1.html

Headline: 'Hopeful GST slab will be low for 
tourism sector' 
IANS Kolkata 27

th
 April 2017:

of India (TAFI) on Thursday said it is hopeful that the 
Union government will keep the
sector. 

"Anything new that gets r
What we are looking at is the percentage which is going to be 
implemented. The lower the percentage, it is good for us 
because this tax component has to be borne by the travellers. 
We have to keep that mind," TAFI's 
Anil Punjabi told the media here.

He said the travel agents body has written to 
the government articulaing the industry's concerns.

"We are hopeful they will keep the slab low," he said.

On April 6, Parliament passed four legislations to pave the way 
for roll out of the historic GST, including the Central
2017, Integrated GST
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Business Standard 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/news
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'Hopeful GST slab will be low for  
April 2017: The Travel Agents Federation 

(TAFI) on Thursday said it is hopeful that the 
will keep the GST rate low for the tourism 

"Anything new that gets rolled out will have a teething problem. 
What we are looking at is the percentage which is going to be 
implemented. The lower the percentage, it is good for us 
because this tax component has to be borne by the travellers. 
We have to keep that mind," TAFI's Eastern Region Chairman 
Anil Punjabi told the media here. 

He said the travel agents body has written to 
articulaing the industry's concerns. 

eful they will keep the slab low," he said.

On April 6, Parliament passed four legislations to pave the way 
for roll out of the historic GST, including the Central GST

GST Bill, 2017, GST (Compensation to States) 
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Eastern Region Chairman 
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Bill, 2017, and the Union Territory GST Bill, 2017. 

The Union Government has announced July 1 as the target 
date for rolling out the GST, a single tax regime that will replace 
multiple state and central taxes to create one national market. 

"It is a good thing which is happening," Punjabi said on the 
sidelines of the announcement of "Indo-US Promotion of Travel 
& Tourism" convention in the city. 

As an extension to the first year of the US- India Travel and 
Tourism Partnership Year 2017, Indo-American Chamber of 
Commerce & US Consulate General is organising the day-long 
convention on May 5. 

It is supported and attended by delegates from the Ministry of 
Tourism, US Embassy, New Delhi, US Consulate General, 
Kolkata along with Tourism Ministers of states from 
eastern India. 

According to Vasant Subramanyan, National VP, IACC, the 
objective of the event is to highlight the potential for the eastern 
region. 

One of the segments in east India which could be exploited 
more is the tea tourism sector, he said. 

East India receives an average of 3,000 travellers from the US 
every month. 

--IANS 
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Publication: Daily World 
Date: 27.04.2017 
Link:  https://dailyworld.in/hopeful-gst-slab-will-be-low-for-
tourism-sector/ 

Headline: 'Hopeful GST slab will be low for 
tourism sector' 
Kolkata, April 27 : The Travel Agents Federation of India (TAFI) on 
Thursday said it is hopeful that the Union government will keep the 
GST rate low for the tourism sector. 

“Anything new that gets rolled out will have a teething problem. 
What we are looking at is the percentage which is going to be 
implemented. The lower the percentage, it is good for us because 
this tax component has to be borne by the travellers. We have to 
keep that mind,” TAFI’s Eastern Region Chairman Anil Punjabi told 
the media here. 

He said the travel agents body has written to the government 
articulaing the industry’s concerns. 

“We are hopeful they will keep the slab low,” he said. 

On April 6, Parliament passed four legislations to pave the way for 
roll out of the historic GST, including the Central GST Bill, 2017, 
Integrated GST Bill, 2017, GST (Compensation to States) Bill, 2017, 
and the Union Territory GST Bill, 2017. 

The Union Government has announced July 1 as the target date for 
rolling out the GST, a single tax regime that will replace multiple 
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state and central taxes to create one national market. 

“It is a good thing which is happening,” Punjabi said on the sidelines 
of the announcement of “Indo-US Promotion of Travel & Tourism” 
convention in the city. 

As an extension to the first year of the US- India Travel and Tourism 
Partnership Year 2017, Indo-American Chamber of Commerce & 
US Consulate General is organising the day-long convention on 
May 5. 

It is supported and attended by delegates from the Ministry of 
Tourism, US Embassy, New Delhi, US Consulate General, Kolkata 
along with Tourism Ministers of states from eastern India. 

According to Vasant Subramanyan, National VP, IACC, the 
objective of the event is to highlight the potential for the eastern 
region. 

One of the segments in east India which could be exploited more is 
the tea tourism sector, he said. 

East India receives an average of 3,000 travellers from the US 
every month. 

/IANS 
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Publication: Navhind Times 
Date: 28.04.2017 
Link: http://www.navhindtimes.in/hopeful-gst-slab-will-be-
low-for-tourism-sector/  

Headline: 'Hopeful GST slab will be low for 
tourism sector' 
Kolkata, April 28: The Travel Agents Federation of India (TAFI) on 
Thursday said it is hopeful that the Union government will keep the 
GST rate low for the tourism sector. 

“Anything new that gets rolled out will have a teething problem. 
What we are looking at is the percentage which is going to be 
implemented. The lower the percentage, it is good for us because 
this tax component has to be borne by the travellers. We have to 
keep that mind,” TAFI’s Eastern Region Chairman Anil Punjabi told 
the media here. 

He said the travel agents body has written to the government 
articulaing the industry’s concerns. 

“We are hopeful they will keep the slab low,” he said. 

On April 6, Parliament passed four legislations to pave the way for 
roll out of the historic GST, including the Central GST Bill, 2017, 
Integrated GST Bill, 2017, GST (Compensation to States) Bill, 2017, 
and the Union Territory GST Bill, 2017. 

The Union Government has announced July 1 as the target date for 
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rolling out the GST, a single tax regime that will replace multiple 
state and central taxes to create one national market. 

“It is a good thing which is happening,” Punjabi said on the sidelines 
of the announcement of “Indo-US Promotion of Travel & Tourism” 
convention in the city. 

As an extension to the first year of the US- India Travel and Tourism 
Partnership Year 2017, Indo-American Chamber of Commerce & 
US Consulate General is organising the day-long convention on 
May 5. 

It is supported and attended by delegates from the Ministry of 
Tourism, US Embassy, New Delhi, US Consulate General, Kolkata 
along with Tourism Ministers of states from eastern India. 

According to Vasant Subramanyan, National VP, IACC, the 
objective of the event is to highlight the potential for the eastern 
region. 

One of the segments in east India which could be exploited more is 
the tea tourism sector, he said. 

East India receives an average of 3,000 travellers from the US 
every month. 

/IANS 
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Publication: Shafaqna.com 
Date: 27.04.2017 
Link:  http://in.shafaqna.com/EN/04606766 

Headline: 'Hopeful GST slab will be low for 
tourism sector' 
Kolkata, April 27: The Travel Agents Federation of India (TAFI) on 
Thursday said it is hopeful that the Union government will keep the 
GST rate low for the tourism sector. 

“Anything new that gets rolled out will have a teething problem. 
What we are looking at is the percentage which is going to be 
implemented. The lower the percentage, it is good for us because 
this tax component has to be borne by the travellers. We have to 
keep that mind,” TAFI’s Eastern Region Chairman Anil Punjabi told 
the media here. 

He said the travel agents body has written to the government 
articulaing the industry’s concerns. 

“We are hopeful they will keep the slab low,” he said. 

On April 6, Parliament passed four legislations to pave the way for 
roll out of the historic GST, including the Central GST Bill, 2017, 
Integrated GST Bill, 2017, GST (Compensation to States) Bill, 2017, 
and the Union Territory GST Bill, 2017. 

The Union Government has announced July 1 as the target date for 
rolling out the GST, a single tax regime that will replace multiple 
state and central taxes to create one national market. 
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“It is a good thing which is happening,” Punjabi said on the sidelines 
of the announcement of “Indo-US Promotion of Travel & Tourism” 
convention in the city. 

As an extension to the first year of the US- India Travel and Tourism 
Partnership Year 2017, Indo-American Chamber of Commerce & 
US Consulate General is organising the day-long convention on 
May 5. 

It is supported and attended by delegates from the Ministry of 
Tourism, US Embassy, New Delhi, US Consulate General, Kolkata 
along with Tourism Ministers of states from eastern India. 

According to Vasant Subramanyan, National VP, IACC, the 
objective of the event is to highlight the potential for the eastern 
region. 

One of the segments in east India which could be exploited more is 
the tea tourism sector, he said. 

East India receives an average of 3,000 travellers from the US 
every month. 

/IANS 
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The Telegraph (Metro) – 09.05.2017 (Pg_12) 
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Online Coverage: IACC & US Consulate Presents 
Convention on “Indo-US Promotion of Travel & 
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13-billion-in-2016-in-america

Headline: Indian Tourists Spent Over $13 Billion 

US Embassy 

US Counsellor for Commercial Affairs Patrick O Santillo

in Kolkata. 

Tourism creates or supports nearly 62,500 jobs in the US. (Representational Image)
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Indian Tourists Spent Over $13 Billion in 2016 In America: 

US Counsellor for Commercial Affairs Patrick O Santillo was speaking at a conference 

Tourism creates or supports nearly 62,500 jobs in the US. (Representational Image) 
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KOLKATA:  Indian tourists in the US spent more than $13 billion in 2016 as a US export in 
travel and tourism sector, a US embassy official said in Kolkata on Friday. 
 
"It looks like that in 2016 Indian tourists in the US spent more than $13 billion as a US export in 
travel and tourism sector creating or supporting some 62,500 jobs in the US. The 2016 figures 
are draft figures. The final numbers will be released in June," Counsellor for Commercial Affairs, 
Patrick O Santillo said in Kolkata.  
 
He was speaking at the "Indo-US Promotion of Travel and Tourism" conference organised by 
the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce in conjunction with the US Consulate General. 
 
"Tourism is, in addition to all diplomatic things, an economic driver and we are fortunate to have 
that connection between us," he said. 
 

Asked in reference to the Kansas incident in February, where Indian-American engineer 

Srinivas Kuchibhotla was shot dead, whether hate crimes against religious minorities have had 

an impact on the tourism sector, Mr Santillo said the US continues to welcome "qualified" Indian 

tourists. 

"I am not going to speculate on why people make those decisions to travel or not travel. I had 

an opportunity to meet with the Indian community in Kansas City. We are continuing to welcome 

qualified Indian tourists and business people in the US and we see no change in that," he 

added.  
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Headline: 'Indian tourists in US spent over $13 billion in 2016'

|  May 05, 2017 

  
Kolkata: Indian tourists in the US spent more than $13 billion in 2016 
sector, a US embassy official said here on Friday.
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Kolkata: Indian tourists in the US spent more than $13 billion in 2016 as a US export in travel and tourism 
sector, a US embassy official said here on Friday. 
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"It looks like that in 2016 Indian tourists in the US spent more than $13 billion as a US export in travel and 

tourism sector creating or supporting some 62,500 jobs in the US. The 2016 figures are draft figures. The final 

numbers will be released in June," Counsellor for Commercial Affairs, Patrick O. Santillo said here. 

He was speaking at the "Indo-US Promotion of Travel and Tourism" conference organised by the Indo-

American Chamber of Commerce in conjunction with the US Consulate General. 

"Tourism is, in addition to all diplomatic things, an economic driver and we are fortunate to have that 

connection between us," he said. 

Asked in reference to the Kansas incident in February, where Indian American engineer Srinivas Kuchibhotla 

was shot dead, whether hate crimes against religious minorities have had an impact on the tourism sector, 

Santillo said the US continues to welcome "qualified" Indian tourists. 

"I am not going to speculate on why people make those decisions to travel or not travel. I had an opportunity to 

meet with the Indian community in Kansas city. We are continuing to welcome qualified Indian tourists and 

business people in the US and we see no change in that," he added. 

(IANS) 
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US Embassy 

US Counsellor for Commercial Affairs Patrick O Santillo was speaking at a conference 

in Kolkata. 

 
Tourism creates or supports nearly 62,500 jobs in the US. (Representational Image) 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Merlin Infinite 12th Floor, DN-51 Sector V, Salt Lake Kolkata 700091 
Phone: (91) 033-65353690; Telefax: (91) 033-40715643 

E-mail:info@candidcommunication.net; Website:www.candidcommunication.net 

 

 
KOLKATA:  Indian tourists in the US spent more than $13 billion in 2016 as a US export in 
travel and tourism sector, a US embassy official said in Kolkata on Friday. 
 
"It looks like that in 2016 Indian tourists in the US spent more than $13 billion as a US export in 
travel and tourism sector creating or supporting some 62,500 jobs in the US. The 2016 figures 
are draft figures. The final numbers will be released in June," Counsellor for Commercial Affairs, 
Patrick O Santillo said in Kolkata.  
 
He was speaking at the "Indo-US Promotion of Travel and Tourism" conference organised by 
the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce in conjunction with the US Consulate General. 
 
"Tourism is, in addition to all diplomatic things, an economic driver and we are fortunate to have 
that connection between us," he said. 
 

Asked in reference to the Kansas incident in February, where Indian-American engineer 

Srinivas Kuchibhotla was shot dead, whether hate crimes against religious minorities have had 

an impact on the tourism sector, Mr Santillo said the US continues to welcome "qualified" Indian 

tourists. 

"I am not going to speculate on why people make those decisions to travel or not travel. I had 

an opportunity to meet with the Indian community in Kansas City. We are continuing to welcome 

qualified Indian tourists and business people in the US and we see no change in that," he 

added.  
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bungalows-blue-bjp-s-roopa-ganguly

Headline: Bengal painting forest bungalows blue: 

BJP's Roopa Ganguly
IANS  |  Kolkata May 5, 2017 Last Updated at 16:18 IST

Virtually dubbing the blue-and-white colour scheme of the Mamata Banerjee
Bengal government as an "eyesore",
state government for masking the natural hue of forests with blue.

"Few months back I was in Jaldapara an
paint the trees, when you don't manicure the garden," Ganguly said.

"When we were under British rule there were a lot of forest bungalows and in Bengal we have lovely 
forest bungalows. If those are kept without colouring them blue then it would really be nice. Green 
should remain green. This is one small request," Ganguly said here in her address at the "Indo
Promotion of Travel and Tourism" conference.

The Bharatiya Janata Party leader alleged the state
its tourism potential. 

"No its not promoted as much as it should be. To go to Buxa Tiger Res
broken has to be repaired. But there is no need to paint it blue and white. It should not be an 
eyesore. The jungle colour should be maintained and it should not distract you. These are the 
aesthetic details that need to be kept i

The conference organised by Indo American Chamber of Commerce in support with US Consulate 
General showcased eastern states' potential and positives as tourism destination. It saw 
representatives from Assam, Odisha among others.

Asked on the absence of any Bengal tourism department representative in the conference, Ganguly 
abstained from "discussing politics.

She also advocated appointment of 
as against focusing entirely on TV and film personalities.
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Bengal painting forest bungalows blue: 

BJP's Roopa Ganguly 
May 5, 2017 Last Updated at 16:18 IST 

white colour scheme of the Mamata Banerjee-led West 
as an "eyesore", BJP parliamentarian Roopa Ganguly on Friday accused the 

for masking the natural hue of forests with blue. 

"Few months back I was in Jaldapara and there I have seen that it looks the best when you don't 
paint the trees, when you don't manicure the garden," Ganguly said. 

"When we were under British rule there were a lot of forest bungalows and in Bengal we have lovely 
kept without colouring them blue then it would really be nice. Green 

should remain green. This is one small request," Ganguly said here in her address at the "Indo
Promotion of Travel and Tourism" conference. 

Party leader alleged the state government was not doing enough to promote 

"No its not promoted as much as it should be. To go to Buxa Tiger Reserve, the bridge that has 
broken has to be repaired. But there is no need to paint it blue and white. It should not be an 
eyesore. The jungle colour should be maintained and it should not distract you. These are the 
aesthetic details that need to be kept in mind," she said. 

The conference organised by Indo American Chamber of Commerce in support with US Consulate 
General showcased eastern states' potential and positives as tourism destination. It saw 
representatives from Assam, Odisha among others. 

the absence of any Bengal tourism department representative in the conference, Ganguly 
politics." 

She also advocated appointment of celebrities from different spheres of life as brand ambassadors 
as against focusing entirely on TV and film personalities. 
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the absence of any Bengal tourism department representative in the conference, Ganguly 
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"There are people who are working on jungles. They are well known in their field. 

I don't want to take any names but whoever is the Bengal brand ambassador, do they actually love 
the state? Will they be affected if a tribal community is facing a problem," she posed. 

"Those who are really interested, those who can work with tribes and think about community and 
tourism development and are willing to take up the responsibility should be there," she said. 

Asked on megastar Amitabh Bachchan promoting Gujarat, she maintained her views are the same 
for everyone. 

"Brand ambassador is not just for show on TV. They should have a sense of responsibility," she 
said. 

--IANS 

sgh/ruwa/vm 

(This story has not been edited by Business Standard staff and is auto-generated from a syndicated 
feed.) 
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Headline: Bengal painting forest bungalows blue: 
BJP’s Roopa Ganguly 

 
[Kolkata: Patrick Santillo, minister counselor of the US embassy in India, Odisha Tourism Minister Ashoke 
Panda, President of Indo-American Chamber of Commerce N V Srinivasan and BJP MP Rupa Ganguly during 
inaguration of convention on “Indo- US Promotion of Travel & Tourism” in Kolkata on Friday. /PTI] 

Kolkata, May 5 : Virtually dubbing the blue-and-white colour scheme of the Mamata Banerjee-led West Bengal 
government as an “eyesore”, BJP parliamentarian Roopa Ganguly on Friday accused the state government for 
masking the natural hue of forests with blue. 

“Few months back I was in Jaldapara and there I have seen that it looks the best when you don’t paint the 
trees, when you don’t manicure the garden,” Ganguly said. 

“When we were under British rule there were a lot of forest bungalows and in Bengal we have lovely forest 
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bungalows. If those are kept without colouring them blue then it would really be nice. Green should remain 
green. This is one small request,” Ganguly said here in her address at the “Indo-US Promotion of Travel and 
Tourism” conference. 

The Bharatiya Janata Party leader alleged the state government was not doing enough to promote its tourism 
potential. 

“No its not promoted as much as it should be. To go to Buxa Tiger Reserve, the bridge that has broken has to 
be repaired. But there is no need to paint it blue and white. It should not be an eyesore. The jungle colour 
should be maintained and it should not distract you. These are the aesthetic details that need to be kept in 
mind,” she said. 

The conference organised by Indo American Chamber of Commerce in support with US Consulate General 
showcased eastern states’ potential and positives as tourism destination. It saw representatives from Assam, 
Odisha among others. 

Asked on the absence of any Bengal tourism department representative in the conference, Ganguly abstained 
from “discussing politics.” 

She also advocated appointment of celebrities from different spheres of life as brand ambassadors as against 
focusing entirely on TV and film personalities. 

“There are people who are working on jungles. They are well known in their field. I don’t want to take any 
names but whoever is the Bengal brand ambassador, do they actually love the state? Will they be affected if a 
tribal community is facing a problem,” she posed. 

“Those who are really interested, those who can work with tribes and think about community and tourism 
development and are willing to take up the responsibility should be there,” she said. 

Asked on megastar Amitabh Bachchan promoting Gujarat, she maintained her views are the same for 
everyone. 

“Brand ambassador is not just for show on TV. They should have a sense of responsibility,” she said. 

/IANS 
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Headline: Bengal painting forest bungalows blue: 
BJP’s Roopa Ganguly

File photo 

Kolkata: Virtually dubbing the blue-and
government as an "eyesore", BJP parliamentarian Roopa Ganguly on Friday accused the state government for 
masking the natural hue of forests with blue. "Few months back I was in Jaldapara and there I
looks the best when you don't paint the trees, when you don't manicure the garden," Ganguly said.

"When we were under British rule there were a lot of forest bungalows and in Bengal we have lovely forest 
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Headline: Bengal painting forest bungalows blue: 
BJP’s Roopa Ganguly

and-white colour scheme of the Mamata Banerjee-led West Bengal 
government as an "eyesore", BJP parliamentarian Roopa Ganguly on Friday accused the state government for 
masking the natural hue of forests with blue. "Few months back I was in Jaldapara and there I
looks the best when you don't paint the trees, when you don't manicure the garden," Ganguly said.

"When we were under British rule there were a lot of forest bungalows and in Bengal we have lovely forest 
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led West Bengal 
government as an "eyesore", BJP parliamentarian Roopa Ganguly on Friday accused the state government for 
masking the natural hue of forests with blue. "Few months back I was in Jaldapara and there I have seen that it 
looks the best when you don't paint the trees, when you don't manicure the garden," Ganguly said. 

"When we were under British rule there were a lot of forest bungalows and in Bengal we have lovely forest 
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bungalows. If those are kept without colouring them blue then it would really be nice.  

 
Green should remain green. This is one small request," Ganguly said here in her address at the "Indo-US 
Promotion of Travel and Tourism" conference. The Bharatiya Janata Party leader alleged the state government 
was not doing enough to promote its tourism potential. 
 
"No its not promoted as much as it should be. To go to Buxa Tiger Reserve, the bridge that has broken has to 
be repaired. But there is no need to paint it blue and white.  
 
It should not be an eyesore. The jungle colour should be maintained and it should not distract you. These are 
the aesthetic details that need to be kept in mind," she said. 
 
The conference organised by Indo American Chamber of Commerce in support with US Consulate General 
showcased eastern states' potential and positives as tourism destination. It saw representatives from Assam, 
Odisha among others. 
 
Asked on the absence of any Bengal tourism department representative in the conference, Ganguly abstained 
from "discussing politics." She also advocated appointment of celebrities from different spheres of life as brand 
ambassadors as against focusing entirely on TV and film personalities. 
 
"There are people who are working on jungles. They are well known in their field. 
I don't want to take any names but whoever is the Bengal brand ambassador, do they actually love the state? 
Will they be affected if a tribal community is facing a problem," she posed. 
 
"Those who are really interested, those who can work with tribes and think about community and tourism 
development and are willing to take up the responsibility should be there," she said.  
 
Asked on megastar Amitabh Bachchan promoting Gujarat, she maintained her views are the same for 
everyone. "Brand ambassador is not just for show on TV. They should have a sense of responsibility," she 
said. 
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West Bengal leaders skip tourism event, 

BJP steals show 
TNN | May 6, 2017, 08.39 AM IST 

 

KOLKATA: Representatives of West Bengal governmentgave a big-decibel tourism 

conclave in Kolkata a miss and allowed a BJP MP to steal the show that had American 

diplomats and professionals and tourism department representatives from several eastern 

states in attendance. 

 

"We invited the tourism minister, secretary and other functionaries from West Bengal to 

attend the travel and tourism promotion show organised by the Indo-American Chamber of 

Commerce. But they were unwilling to participate in the event that had other competing 

states. We did try to reason that this was a great platform to at least showcase what Bengal 
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had to offer. But sadly, they were uninterested," an official of IACC told TOI at the sidelines 

of the event on Friday. 

 

The absence of anyone from Bengal was made more conspicuous by the presence of Odisha 

tourism minister Ashok Chandra Panda, Bihar tourism special secretary Keshav R Prasad 

and Assam Tourism Development Corporation chairman Jayanta Malla Baruah apart from 

US embassy minister and counsellor Patrick Santillo and senior members of IACC. A senior 

functionary of Jharkhand was also due to attend the event but was caught up in a delayed 

flight. The only representative from Bengal in the convention was a Biswa Bangla stall with 

a clutch of handmade products on display. 
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Roopa Ganguly slams govt for 
blue paint in forests 
Roopa added that the state government was setting up artificial gardens in 
the forest areas, which was not desirable. 

 BJP leader Roopa Ganguly 
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Kolkata: BJP MP Roopa Ganguly criticised the Bengal government for putting “artificial 
colour”, with a dash of blue in the forest areas of North Bengal. 

“I have been to some forests in North Bengal recently, and have found a good number 
of lodges and bungalows painted blue. In my opinion, the colour is an eyesore and does 
not go with the theme of the forest,” Ms Ganguly said while addressing a convention on 
“travel & tourism” organised by the Indo - American Chamber of Commerce (IACC) on 
Thursday. 

She added that the state government was setting up artificial gardens in the forest 
areas, which was not desirable. 

About Shah Rukh Khan being the brand ambassador of Bengal tourism, Ms Ganguly 
said, “I feel that somebody with a good knowledge of the tribals, who has explored the 
forests, should be the brand ambassador. You need a person who loves the forests. A 
person who does branding of any product should first have a feel and idea of it.” 

The convention was marked by the absence of officials from the state tourism 
department as representatives from neighboring states like Jharkhand, Bihar, Assam 
and Odisha joined. When asked about the absence, Vasant Subramanyan, national vice 
president of IACC said, “I heard that the state tourism minister is presently in North 
Bengal. As a chamber, our job is to facilitate. Maybe the officials here are preoccupied 
with important assignments.” 
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Publication: travelandtourworld.com 
Date: 05.05.2017 
Link: http://www.travelandtourworld.com/news/article/indian-travellers-splurged-
over-13-billion-in-2016/ 

Indian travellers splurged over $13 billion in US in 2016 

Published on : Saturday, May 6, 2017 

Indian travellers had ended up splurging more than $13 million 

last year in the United States according to a US report in the travel and tourism sector. An official of 

the US embassy have declared this on Friday. 

  

Patrick O Santillo, Counsellor for Commercial Affairs said that the 2016 figures are all draft figures and 

that the final statistics would be released in the month of June 2017. He went on to add that it 

appears that on 2016 the Indian globetrotters have spent over $13 billion in the U.S. generating about 

62,500 jobs in the U.S. 

  

He had been speaking at the Indo-US Promotion of Travel and Tourism conference. 

  

The conference was organized by the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce in collaboration with the 

US Consulate General. He mentioned that tourism is an essential economic driver and they are lucky 

enough to enjoy this sort of a connection with India. 

  

When Mr. Santillo was asked if the hate crimes on particular religious sections impacted the regional 

tourism sector adversely, he responded saying that the US is ready to welcome ‘qualified’ Indian 

travellers. 

The question was asked in reference to the Kansas incident that had occurred in February. 

In this unfortunate incident, an engineer named Srinivas Kuchibhotla was shot dead. He feels that the 

US would continue to embrace the qualified Indian tourists and businessmen, and this policy would 

remain changed 
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Priyanka to shoot promo films in 
Assam in June
Actress Priyanka Chopra, the brand ambassador for
short promotional films in the northeastern state from June 20, an official said here on Friday.

"She is coming to Assam on June 20 and she will be there till June 30. We are planning to shoot 
some video films. She will be in Guwahati and travel across entire
Ambubachi Mela," Jayanta Malla Baruah, Chairperson,
Ltd, told IANS here. 

He was speaking on the sidelines of the 'Indo
organised by the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce in support with US Consulate General.

Asked on the criticisms levelled against roping in Priyanka for th
department drew for the new logo, Baruah stood by the decisions as being in the interest of 
promoting Assam globally. 

"Our main motivation is to promote tourism. She promotes
and abroad as well. As for the logo, one item is not chosen by everybody. It is better tha
logo and it reflects all of our aspects like rhino, tea etc," he said.

Baruah also said the Assam government wants to convert music legend Bhupen Hazarika's Kol
residence into a memorial. 

"Discussions are on for that," he added.

--IANS 

sgh/nn/bg 

(This story has not been edited by Business Standard staff and is auto
feed.) 
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Business Standard 

standard.com/article/news-ians/priyanka-
june-117050501011_1.html 

Priyanka to shoot promo films in 
Assam in June 
Actress Priyanka Chopra, the brand ambassador for Assam tourism, will be shooting a series of 
short promotional films in the northeastern state from June 20, an official said here on Friday.

on June 20 and she will be there till June 30. We are planning to shoot 
some video films. She will be in Guwahati and travel across entire Assam. She may also attend 
Ambubachi Mela," Jayanta Malla Baruah, Chairperson, Assam Tourism Development Corporation 

He was speaking on the sidelines of the 'Indo-US Promotion of Travel and Tourism' conference 
American Chamber of Commerce in support with US Consulate General.

Asked on the criticisms levelled against roping in Priyanka for the job as also the flak that the tourism 
department drew for the new logo, Baruah stood by the decisions as being in the interest of 

vation is to promote tourism. She promotes Assam and she is a known face in India 
and abroad as well. As for the logo, one item is not chosen by everybody. It is better tha
logo and it reflects all of our aspects like rhino, tea etc," he said. 

government wants to convert music legend Bhupen Hazarika's Kol

"Discussions are on for that," he added. 

(This story has not been edited by Business Standard staff and is auto-generated from a syndicated 
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American Chamber of Commerce in support with US Consulate General. 
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Priyanka Chopra to shoot promo 

films in Assam

  Actress is a tourism ambassador for the Indian state

Actress Priyanka Chopra, the brand ambassador for Assam tourism, will be 

shooting a series of short promotional films in the North East Indian state from 

June 20, an official said on Friday.

“She is coming to Assam on June 20 and she will be there till June 30. We are 

planning to shoot some video films. She will be in Guwahati and travel across 

entire Assam. She may also attend Ambubachi Mela [annual Hindu festival],” 

Jayanta Malla Baruah, Chairperson, Assam Tourism Development 

Corporation Ltd, said. 

He was speaking on the sidelines of the Indo

Tourism conference organised by the Indo

in support of the US Consulate General.

Asked on the criticisms levelled against roping in Chopra for the job, Baruah 

stood by the decisions as being in the interest of promoting Assam globally.
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films-in-assam-1.2022543 

Priyanka Chopra to shoot promo 

films in Assam 

Actress is a tourism ambassador for the Indian state 

Chopra, the brand ambassador for Assam tourism, will be 

shooting a series of short promotional films in the North East Indian state from 

June 20, an official said on Friday. 

“She is coming to Assam on June 20 and she will be there till June 30. We are 

nning to shoot some video films. She will be in Guwahati and travel across 

entire Assam. She may also attend Ambubachi Mela [annual Hindu festival],” 

Jayanta Malla Baruah, Chairperson, Assam Tourism Development 

sidelines of the Indo-US Promotion of Travel and 

Tourism conference organised by the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce 

in support of the US Consulate General. 

Asked on the criticisms levelled against roping in Chopra for the job, Baruah 

ions as being in the interest of promoting Assam globally.
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Priyanka Chopra to shoot promo 

Chopra, the brand ambassador for Assam tourism, will be 

shooting a series of short promotional films in the North East Indian state from 

“She is coming to Assam on June 20 and she will be there till June 30. We are 

nning to shoot some video films. She will be in Guwahati and travel across 

entire Assam. She may also attend Ambubachi Mela [annual Hindu festival],” 

Jayanta Malla Baruah, Chairperson, Assam Tourism Development 

US Promotion of Travel and 

American Chamber of Commerce 

Asked on the criticisms levelled against roping in Chopra for the job, Baruah 

ions as being in the interest of promoting Assam globally. 
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“Our main motivation is to promote tourism. She promotes Assam and she is 

a known face in India and abroad as well,” he said. 

Baruah also said the Assam government wants to convert music legend 

Bhupen Hazarika’s Kolkata residence into a memorial. 

“Discussions are on for that,” he added. 

--IANS 
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Date: 06.05.2017 
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june/ 

Priyanka to Shoot Promo Films in 

Assam in June 

 

 

 

Actress Priyanka Chopra, the brand ambassador for Assam tourism, will be shooting a series 

of short promotional films in the northeastern state from June 20, an official said on Friday. 

“She is coming to Assam on June 20 and she will be there till June 30. We are planning to 

shoot some video films. She will be in Guwahati and travel across entire Assam. She may 

also attend Ambubachi Mela,” Jayanta Malla Baruah, Chairperson, Assam Tourism 

Development Corporation Ltd, told IANS. 

He was speaking on the sidelines of the ‘Indo-US Promotion of Travel and Tourism’ 

conference organised by the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce in support with US 

Consulate General. Asked on the criticisms levelled against roping in Priyanka for the job as 

also the flak that the tourism department drew for the new logo, Baruah stood by the 
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decisions as being in the interest of promoting Assam globally. 

“Our main motivation is to promote tourism. She promotes Assam and she is a known face in 

India and abroad as well. As for the logo, one item is not chosen by everybody. It is better 

than the first logo and it reflects all of our aspects like rhino, tea etc,” he said. Baruah also 

said the Assam government wants to convert music legend Bhupen Hazarika’s Kolkata 

residence into a memorial. “Discussions are on for that,” he added. 

-IANS 
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promotional-films-in-assam-in-june/

Priyanka Chopra To Shoot A Series Of Short 

Promotional Films In Assam In June
Priyanka Chopra promotes Assam and she is a known face in Ind
abroad as well 
 
Actress Priyanka Chopra, the brand ambassador for Assam tourism, will be 

shooting a series of short promotional films in the northeastern state from June 20, 

an official said here on Friday.

“She is coming to Assam on June 20 and she

planning to shoot some video films. She will be in Guwahati and travel across entire 

Assam. She may also attend Ambubachi Mela,” Jayanta Malla Baruah, Chairperson, 

Assam Tourism Development Corporation Ltd, told IANS her

Priyanka Chopra to shoot promo films in Assam in June

He was speaking on the sidelines of the ‘Indo

Tourism’ conference organised by the Indo

support with US Consulate General.

Asked on the criticisms levelled against roping in Priyanka for the job as also the 

flak that the tourism department drew for the new logo, Baruah stood by the 
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Priyanka Chopra To Shoot A Series Of Short 

Promotional Films In Assam In June 
Priyanka Chopra promotes Assam and she is a known face in Ind

Actress Priyanka Chopra, the brand ambassador for Assam tourism, will be 

shooting a series of short promotional films in the northeastern state from June 20, 

an official said here on Friday. 

“She is coming to Assam on June 20 and she will be there till June 30. We are 

planning to shoot some video films. She will be in Guwahati and travel across entire 

Assam. She may also attend Ambubachi Mela,” Jayanta Malla Baruah, Chairperson, 

Assam Tourism Development Corporation Ltd, told IANS here. 

 
Priyanka Chopra to shoot promo films in Assam in June 

He was speaking on the sidelines of the ‘Indo-US Promotion of Travel and 

Tourism’ conference organised by the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce in 

support with US Consulate General. 

Asked on the criticisms levelled against roping in Priyanka for the job as also the 

flak that the tourism department drew for the new logo, Baruah stood by the 
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Priyanka Chopra To Shoot A Series Of Short 

Priyanka Chopra promotes Assam and she is a known face in India and 

Actress Priyanka Chopra, the brand ambassador for Assam tourism, will be 

shooting a series of short promotional films in the northeastern state from June 20, 

will be there till June 30. We are 

planning to shoot some video films. She will be in Guwahati and travel across entire 

Assam. She may also attend Ambubachi Mela,” Jayanta Malla Baruah, Chairperson, 

 
US Promotion of Travel and 

American Chamber of Commerce in 

Asked on the criticisms levelled against roping in Priyanka for the job as also the 

flak that the tourism department drew for the new logo, Baruah stood by the 
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decisions as being in the interest of promoting Assam globally. 

“Our main motivation is to promote tourism. She promotes Assam and she is a 

known face in India and abroad as well. As for the logo, one item is not chosen by 

everybody. It is better than the first logo and it reflects all of our aspects like rhino, 

tea etc,” he said. 

Baruah also said the Assam government wants to convert music legend Bhupen 

Hazarika’s Kolkata residence into a memorial. 

“Discussions are on for that,” he added. 

As per the latest rumors, Priyanka will work in Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s next 

production, which is based on Urdu poet-lyricist Sahir Ludhianvi. 

Reports suggest that Abhishek Bachchan has been roped in to play the lead role 

and Priyanka will play the female lead. She will reportedly play the role of 

Ludhianvi’s romantic interest, Amrita Pritam. 

However, Priyanka in an interview earlier had denied doing a film with Bhansali’s 

next production and said, “No truth to any such reports. Yes I am meeting Sanjay 

sir and we always discuss work and he is someone I would work with all my life till 

the time he wants to work with me. I am his eternal fan. Every time we discuss a 

film but we have to still figure out which one will it be. I haven’t given my 

commitment to any Bollywood film yet. I am not someone who says no to Sanjay 

sir.” 
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Priyanka to shoot promo films in Assam in 

June 

Kolkata, May 6 (IANS): Actress Priyanka Chopra, the brand ambassador for Assam 

tourism, will be shooting a series of short promotional films in the northeastern state from 

June 20, an official said here on Friday. 

"She is coming to Assam on June 20 and she will be there till June 30. We are planning to 

shoot some video films. She will be in Guwahati and travel across entire Assam. She may 

also attend Ambubachi Mela," Jayanta Malla Baruah, Chairperson, Assam Tourism 

Development Corporation Ltd, told IANS here. 

He was speaking on the sidelines of the 'Indo-US Promotion of Travel and Tourism' 

conference organised by the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce in support with US 

Consulate General. 

Asked on the criticisms levelled against roping in Priyanka for the job as also the flak that 

the tourism department drew for the new logo, Baruah stood by the decisions as being in 

the interest of promoting Assam globally. 

"Our main motivation is to promote tourism. She promotes Assam and she is a known face 

in India and abroad as well. As for the logo, one item is not chosen by everybody. It is better 

than the first logo and it reflects all of our aspects like rhino, tea etc," he said. 

Baruah also said the Assam government wants to convert music legend Bhupen Hazarika's 

Kolkata residence into a memorial. 

"Discussions are on for that," he added. 
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Evaluation Sheet Announcement Press conference  

 

Evaluation Sheet 
Name Of The Publication Date Total Area 

Covered           

(In Sq Cm) 

Ad Value  

(In Rs) 

Total Ad Value 

(In Rs) 

The Telegraph 28.04.17 28.44 4140 11,79,499 

The Statesman (Kolkata Plus) 28.04.17 107.1 205 21,956 

Anandabazar Patrika 03.05.17 39.69 3650 1,44,869 

Bartaman 01.05.17 82.8 600 49,680 

Ei Samay 28.04.17 176.85 550 97,268 

Aajkaal 28.04.17 103.95 400 41,500 

Khabar 365 din  28.04.17 65.52 350 22,932 

Sanmarg  28.04.17 101.48 400 40,592 

Dainik Jagran 28.04.17 56 243 13,608.00 

Prabhat Khabar  28.04.17 93.5 250 23,375 

Rajasthan Patrika 28.04.17 127.40 165 21,021.00 

Salaam Duniya 30.04.17 28 220 6,160.00 

Grand Total 
                                        6,62,640                                                                   

16,62,640 
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Evaluation Sheet Main Event  

Evaluation Sheet 
Name Of The Publication Date Total Area 

Covered           

(In Sq Cm) 

Ad Value  

(In Rs) 

Total Ad Value 

(In Rs) 

The Telegraph 09.05.17 124.32 1750 2,17,560 

The Times of India 06.05.17 225.72 1,070 2,41,521 

The Statesman (Kolkata Plus) 06.05.17 156.24 255 39,842 

The Asaian Age (The Kolkata Age) 06.05.17 133.34 530 70,670 

Anandabazar Patrika 06.05.17 264.16 5,690 15,03,070 

Bartaman 06.05.17 172.55 650 1,12,158 

Ei Samay  06.05.17 196.8 550 1,80,240 

Ebela  06.05.17 23 750 17,250 

Ekdin 06.05.17 239.86 220 52,769.00 

Sanmarg  06.05.17 143.44 400 57,376 

Dainik Jagran 06.05.17 112.56 243.00 27,352.00 

Salaam Duniya  06.05.17 172.8 220 38,016.00 

Jansatta  06.05.17 102.12 1658 16,850.00 

Dainik Vishwamitra 06.05.17 85.56 80 6,845.00 

Akabar -e- Mashriq 06.05.17 108.36 500 54,180.00 

Grand Total 26,05,699 

     

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Merlin Infinite 12th Floor, DN-51 Sector V, Salt Lake Kolkata 700091 
Phone: (91) 033-65353690; Telefax: (91) 033-40715643 

E-mail:info@candidcommunication.net; Website:www.candidcommunication.net 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You 


